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ELEANOR DOVEY

Left for London in October 1912, to Home of CIM, to prepare for China – commendation, Record 1912, p. 163. Sailed for China on 20 September 1913 – farewell in the Chapel on Monday 8 September 1913 (Record 1913, pp. 115, 129, 147-151, also 161-2, 178). Full text of valedictory service at Record 1913, pp. 147–151, including her references to the Bible given to her on the death of her mother. This Bible is referred to in the text of Revival in Rose Street, presented to the daughter of Eleanor Dovey, also called Eleanor. Young Eleanor (later Mrs. Mackenzie) took this Bible with her when she went to China as a Chapel missionary in 1913.

Seven or eight hundred were present, and after three addresses from veteran missionaries to China, Joseph Kemp presented Eleanor Dovey with some gifts from friends in the Church.  These included a handsome copy of Dr. Scofield’s Bible, on which Tom Curr had inscribed:

To Miss Eleanor M. Dovey,

from the Members and Friends of Charlotte Chapel,

Edinburgh, on the occasion of her leaving to take

Up Mission Work in China.  Psalm cxxi.

Signed Joseph W. Kemp, Pastor.  September 8th, 1913.

Miss Dovey was also presented with a portable medical outfit, and the balance of the money received handed to her for the purchase of some useful article for her work.

In replying, Miss Dovey said:

I really don't know how to thank you for your wonderful generosity.  I cannot tell you how much 1 appreciate this beautiful new Bible. 1 feel that I am indeed a bairn of this Church, because 1 have come here since 1 was toddling. 

I got this Bible from Charlotte Chapel about twenty-two years ago, and I am not quite twenty-four.  Let me read the inscription:

Presented to Eleanor Mabel Dovey by Charlotte Chapel Sunday School as a memento of her beloved mother, whose interest and labours in the School were loving, continuous, and blest ; with the desire that the God of her mother may be her God, and that from her early days she may devote herself to the service of Jesus.

‘I am the resurrection and the life.'
Oct. 4th, 1891.

Friends, God is faithful.  He put the desire in my heart that I should go, forth to some foreign land with the message of God's love.  As I look back over my life I just feel, such a home! such a Church! such a pastor! and now such a mission!  Oh, magnify the Lord's name and let us exalt His name together.  The desire to be a missionary seems always to have been with me.  When anyone asked me what I was going to be when I grew up I said, "Be a Missionary," and there has never been anything else in my mind. I feel it has just been the call of God.  The years have gone and the call has become clearer and louder, and gladly I have accepted everything with it as coming from Himself. I think when God calls He always opens up the way for you to go.  One friend gave me this verse, ‘I have set before you an open door and no man can shut it,’ and every door has been opened before me and now I have been led of God in taking this step.  It has been really most wonderful how He has brought this about.  It was the same before I was baptised. I was only thirteen, and I had a great longing to be baptised.  I used to think that if I died before I was baptised, before I had gone to the Lord's Table, 'this do in remembrance of Me,' I did not want to meet Him, I did not want to go before then, but I was so young, and I did not want to be forward, so I had to pray, and a few weeks afterwards Mr. Kemp asked me.  It was a very great joy, and these ten years’ association with this Church have been years of great joy and helpfulness.

Of course, you all realise that a step like this cannot be taken without a great deal of sorrow as well as joy.  It is not easy to go from the home you have loved, out amongst strangers.  One night when I was feeling the great parting terribly, about a year ago, I was weeping in the dark and these words came, 'joy unspeakable and full of Glory.’ I wondered where they came from, and then I remembered.  ‘Whom having not seen ye love, in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.’ It is because we see Him who is invisible that we rejoice with this joy unspeakable and full of glory.  When we remember that ‘For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,’ we have to live for eternity and not for time.  We want to have God first in our lives.  As I am leaving all that I hold dear, it is sweet to feel that they are being left for the Kingdom of God's sake.  It is well worth while to give up everything for the sake of Jesus, and those who go and those who let go, will alike find that our Jesus will repay all that He takes.

Good-bye, my friends, and my very best thanks.’

Instead of singing the somewhat melancholy, ‘God be with you till we meet again,’ Miss Dovey requested, ‘No, never alone,’ and with great heartiness the congregation joined in this farewell song.

--------

First letters – on route – Record 1913, p. 161.

Reports – Record 1914, p 178

Long letter in Record, 1915, pp. 103-5, 111.

Seriously ill but now restored – Record 1916, pp. 19, 114.

Passed final Chinese language exam, expected home on furlough, Record, 1920, p. 165.

Home and long recuperation, Record, 1921, pp. 47, 67.

Not able to speak at meetings at first because of malaria, then regularly spoke in Chapel from January to March, staying at 7 Greenhill Terrace, Record, 1922, pp. 2,10, 12, 13, 27.

In Edinburgh until October, not well for time, sailed 20 October, fit and well, Record, 1923, pp. 8, 66, 72, 78, 87.

Letters on route – fifty missionaries on board, arrived in China, Record, 1924, pp. 3, 11, 31-2.

Home for health in June, to Nethy Bridge for rest, Record, 1925, pp. 38, 73, 104.

On Chapel’s list of missionaries, ‘Returned after years of service’, but not alternative of ‘Formerly CC missionary’, Record, 1926, p. 134.

Married Brigadier-General G. B. Mackenzie in Nethybridge, 24 June 1926. Record, 1926, p. 118. Daughter, Hong Kong, 16 June 1932, Record, 1932, p. 106. He died 1952, implication is that he was not a member although she still was – Record, 1952, p. 42.

Spoke at a Missionary ‘At Home’ in the Chapel in November 1952, quoting the Bible given to her in 1913, and recalling some of her experiences. Record, 1952, p. 178.

Moved back to Edinburgh in December 1952, from Muswell Hill, London. Record, 1953, p. 10.

